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CLOSEENCOUNTER

WITHA UFO

ONTHEnight

of
September

19, 1961,Barneyand BettyHill
weredrivinghomealonga lonely

New Hampshire border.Both
were

pragmatists

who did not
believein UFOs.That night,

however,they were
intercepted

by an
extraterrestrial

craft.

It
appeared

as a brightstarwhich

moved
erratically; passingacrossthe

faceof the moon,it lookedcigar-

shaped,likea
flatteneddisc,drew

closeroverthe
tree-topsuntilthey

saw its faintred,blueand amber

lights flickeringaroundits rim.
Barney stoppedthe car and entered

the woods with his binoculars

to view the hoveringcraftmore
closely,to dispelhis doubts.But
whathe saw so

panicked
him that

he dashedbackto the car,threwin

the binoculars violently, armed
himselfwitha tyrewrench,and sped
off.

Lookingout of the window,she
deducedfrom the blacked-outstars
overheadthatthe craftwas directly

abovethem.Theythenhearda high

pitched"pinging"sound coming

fromthe bootof theircar which
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vibratedintensely throughout.

Both entereda
dissociated hypnotic

statein whicha secondset of
"pinging"soundssoon interspersed

with the first.They
subsequently

foundtheywere55kmfromthe
pointthey last

remembered,
and

that,
surprisingly,

dawn was immi-
nent.Two full hoursof theirlives

togetherwere lost to amnesia.

Thisis the famous Hillcaseof a

closeencounterwith a UFO on

White
Mountains,

the subjectof
'The

InterruptedJourney' by John
G. Fuller. The caseis unusual be-

causebothdisputedtheyhad en-
countered

a UFO.MostUFO sight-

ingsare madeby
individuals

or
groupswhose storiessoon

contradict

one another, leavingresearchers
to

ponder blurred photographic
negatives;

but in the Hillcaseboth
sufferedsevereanxietysymptoms
over an event neithercouldre-
member.Barney's ulcersflaredand
Bettywas plaguedby recurrent

nightmares.

Stillunawareof the
significance

of their
experience,

they were
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Bettyand BarneyHill,above,

and
Barney'ssketchof an Alien,

right.

Referredtwo yearslaterto Dr.
Benjamin Simon,a reputable Boston
neurophysiologist

who regressed
them,usinghypnosis,

to theirnight

in 1961.Treatmentlasted 6 months

and
producedmorethan40 hoursof

THE INTERRUPTED JOURNEY:

Two Lost Hours Aboard

A Flying Saucer.By JohnG.
Fuller.SouvenirPress. $20.50.

Reviewer:
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RONALD EVANS

taped sessionsof Barney'sand Betty's

separate reports. Neveronce did
theirstoriesconflictdespitethe most
pressuredquestioning.And their
deep terror,under

questioning,

is
testimony of the authentic catharsis

theyeach
underwent.

The casewas
the firsteversettledby a medical

insurancecompanyinvolvinga
UFO.

Other facts were relevant.When

the Hills,returnedto theirhomein
Portsmouth,New Hampshirethat
nightin 1961,BarneyHillfoundthe
topsof his shoeswerescuffed,

inexplicably,

and the bootof theircar
coveredwith small

highly-polished

circular areas,whichwere intensely
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magneticto a compass.Under
hypnosis,

a fuller storyemerged.

When BarneyHill enteredthe
woodon the sideof Route3 that

night,he saw figuresmoving within

the
extraterrestrial

craft who tele
pathically communicatedthey were
aboutto capturehim.Fleeing,he
was

plagued

by a
vision

of the
leader's

eyes pressing againsthis own.
Furtheron, theysaw a

powerful

orangehalo shiningthroughthe
trees.Barneyturnedthe car off onto

a sideroadbutfoundthewaybarred

by six "men"in
uniforms.

The car
enginestalled. The men separated

and
approached

themon eitherside
of the car,and Barneyand Betty

offeredno
resistance.Indeed,they

both were
hypnotically pacified into

a deeptrance;theywere
"carried"

or
levitatedthroughthe woods,and

ascended

a rampintothe largedisc

shapedship.Barney's shoeswere
scuffedduringthe journeyas his feet
draggedlooselyoverthe stonesand
dirt.

The
interior

of the craftwas lit in

a clearbluish hue whichreminded

themof an
operatingtheatre.Both

Barneyand Bettyweregivena
probing

medicalexamination in different

rooms;long needleswereusedon
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their bodies to take inner tissue

samples,thoughtheyfeltno pain.

All
communication

was telepathic.

The
extraterrestrials

had grey
metallicskin.Theireyeswerelarge,
intricate

and radiant,likethe eyes
of a lynxor

Cheshirecat,as Barney

laterdescribedthem.Theyhad two
nostrilslits,and

indistinct

lipswhich

weredarkblueand withoutany
muscles.The

extraterrestrials

wore
shiningblackuniformsand caps;
and one worea fine blackscarf.

After her medicalexamination,

BettyHillwas showna spacemap
with defined trade-routesmarked.

She notedthe locationand natureof
variousstarsmarked,and that one
star,Zeta

Reticuli,
was depictedas

a binary. Althoughboth were
determinedto remember their
experience,

theyweretoldthey would
not,werereturnedto theircar,and,

in an elated peacefulstate, watched

the intenseglowing"moon"ascend

frombehindthe treesand depart.

'The
Interrupted Journey'is a

concisereportof the Hill's close
encounter drawnmainlyfrom their
sessions under hypnosis. More than
halfthe bookquotes verbatimfrom
theirsessions.

I, likeDr. Simon,have
no doubtthatthe

catharsiswhichhis

two patientsunderwentwas a real
and

traumatic
one.Therapyfor their
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anxietysymptomsultimately proved
successful.

Nine yearsaftertheirtreatment,

following computer analysis of the
starmap whichBettyHillglimpsed

aboardthe UFO and laterdrew,the

starZeta
Reticuli,

was foundto be

a binarysystem.

I am nota
fervent UFologist,

and
thereis muchin thiscasewhichhas

been
influenced

by the mentalset of
the two involved.However,I am
convinced of the

authenticity overall,

and so
confidentlyrecommend the

book for all those interested in

UFOs.As a clearand lucidreport,

it is
compelling reading.


